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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
OPERATIONS DIRECTORATE 
JOINT STAFF 
Washington 25 , D. C. 


4 May 1961 


Attached hereto is the Situation Report 120-61 on the 
current situation in Laos, based on information available in the 
Laos Situation Room as of 0630 EST Thursday, 4 May 1961# 


FOR THE DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS: 




W. L. STARNES 


LT COL, USA 
JCS Duty Officer 


White House (General Clifton) 

White House (Situation Room) 

Secretary of State (Room 6310, New State Bldg. 

Msg. Center, Bureau FE Affairs) 

Secretary of Defense 

Asst Secretary of Defense (ISA) 

Asst Secretary of Defense (PA) 

Asst to SECDEF (Special Operations) 

Regional Director, Far East ASD/ISA 
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Chief of Staff, USA 
Chief of Naval Operations 
Chief of Staff, USAF 
Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Director, Joint Staff 
Deputy Director, Joint Staff 
Director, J-l 
Director, J-2 
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Director, J* 

Director, J-5 
Director, J-6 
Director, JMAA 
Director, JPO 
Secretary, JCS 
Secretary, JSSC 
Director, NSA 
CIA (Mr. Fitzgerald) 

CID (J-2) 

JIOA (J-2) 

JCS (R&RA) 

S/A to the President (Mr. Me George Bundy, 
Executive Office Bldg., Room 374) 
Chairman, US Delegation, Military Staff 
Committee, United Nations 
AFCIN-3X (AFIC) 

Deputy Secretary of Defense 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
OPERATIONS DIRECTORATE 
JOINT STAFF 
Washington 25 , D. C. 


LAOS SITUATION REPORT 4 May 1961 
120-61 

PERIOD COVERED: 030630-040630 local based on Information 
available in the Joint War Room as of 0630 EST Thursday, 4 May 
1961 . 


1. INTELLIGENCE : 


It is too early to assess the effectiveness of the 
cease fire in remote areas; however, no reports of military 



engagemen ts have been received from Laos since the 08 00 hours 
3 May cease fire deadline . A lthough a de facto cease fire 
apparently is in effect, the local Pathet Lao representative 
north of Ban Hin Heup refused a further meeting with Col Siho 
and asked that General Phoumi "contact his government directlyj 
The XI e ng Khouang radio subsequently broadcast a Souvanna 
Phouma call for a 5 May meeting at Ban Namone , and General 
Phoumi directed Col. Siho to attempt to set up a meeting a t 
any hour 5 May. 

£. East of Savannakhet on Route 9* Muong Phalane was attacked 
by a battalion-sized enemy force at 0400 hours 3 May. The 
attack was broken off at 0700 hours, just prior to the 0800 
cease fire deadline. Further south, an enemy column has been 
reported seven miles north of Saravane. 

£• Throughout the rest of Laos, no enemy attacks have been 
reported; however, there are indications that enemy forces 
at Vang Vieng above Ban Hin Heup are being reinforced, and 
the enemy is consolidating his positions on the southern 
approach to Plaine des Jarres, 21 miles north of Paksane. 

A 3 May Hanoi broadcast announced an economic and 
cultural agreement signed by Phouma as Premier of Laos and 
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by North Vietnamese Premier Pham Van Dong* Phouma and Van 
Dong agreed to mutual most-favored nation treatment, extension 
of transit and transport facilities, a }oint airline and 
North Vietnamese assistance in constructing Loation communi- 
cations lines* The agreement included cultural, economic, 
scientific and technical cooperation, and called for exchange 
of correspondents , students and experts of all kinds* Press 
and broadcasting cooperation were also stipulated. 


2. OPERATIONS : 

No change from previous report* 

3. IflQmiQ&t 

Due to the current conditions in Laos, CIHCPAC has suspende d 
the shipment of the remaining $0 tons of the 7 battalion 
^ equipment now being held at Clark Air Base and all of the 2nd 
30-day increment of combat attrition replacement items except 
ammunition* 


4* WEATHER : 

Thundershowers with rain are prevalent. Visibilities are 
generally 5-6 miles with local visibilities lowering in ground 
fog to 1-2 miles. Over the next 36 hours little change is 
expected. 
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